
Squire James Taylor

James Martin Hillhouse Taylor was born in Bristol, England in 1814. It is likely that he was 
related to prominent Bristol ship builder, James Martin Hillhouse. Scant details are known before 

his arrival at Morpeth, NSW in the early 1840’s. He was the Morpeth shipping agent for the 
Hunter River Steam Navigation Company. During his 35 years at Morpeth, Taylor built a 

reputation as a stout businessman and became a prominent member of the thriving local 
community. Taylor’s diverse business interests included wool broking as well as the importation of 

wines and spirits which were sold from his custom built sandstone and slate Bond Stores on the 
North Eastern corner of Swan and Northumerland Streets. These buildings still stand and now 

house a coffee shop and seperate townhouse appartments which offer a stunning view of the 
Hunter River. 

Taylor’s demeanour and standing in the Morpeth community lead the locals to refer to him as 
“Squire Taylor” or “Lord Morpeth”. Taylor constructed Marlborough House in Swan Street, 
Morpeth in  1846 in preparation for his marriage to Mary Elizabeth King (Knight). The 

construction of the Georgian style home used handmade bricks and local cut sandstone showed his 
attention to detail and insistence on high quality materials and craftsmanship. The home 

expanded over the years to include an extension, the construction of two story servants quarters, 
stables, carriage houses, barns and two external kitchens. The home is now privately owned by a 

local family.
Taylor and his wife, Mary went on to have 5 sons and 3 daughters at their home in Morpeth 

whilst running his successful enterprises until his death on Christmas morning, 1875. His 
obituary commented that Taylor was : 

“…noted for what may be called a thoroughness in his work; and his labours, whether devoted to 
building or to laying out his gardens, show him to have been a man of great refinement and taste. 
In his private residence at Morpeth, and in the ornamental grounds surrounding it, he has left 

lasting monuments of his originality and cultivated taste”
Taylor’s grave can be found in the old Morpeth cemetery.



The opening of Morpeth Bridge in 1898 with Taylor’s Bonded Stores in the background    
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